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I will dismiss our stay in England in a few sentences,
as it is no part of my plan to give English reminiscences.
Like other missionaries on leave, I visited many places in
England and Scotland on behalf of the Society of which
I was an agent. At the expiration of our leave in the
autumn of 1852 medical opinion forbade our departure.
By the autumn of 1853 health was so improved that the
way was open for our return to India.
After a season of severe domestic trial, which delayed
our departure, my partner, myself, and two children
embarked on board the Indiana, one of a new magnificent
line of steamers plying to India round the Cape of Good
Hope, in November. The voyage extended to eleven
weeks. The weather throughout was remarkably favour-
able. We touched at the Islands of St Vincent, Ascen-
sion, the Cape of Good Hope, the Mauritius, Point
de Galle, and Madras. We landed at most of these
places, and this took away in a great measure the weari-
ness of a long voyage, which I must say we felt increas-
ingly on every successive occasion. We were detained
at the Cape for three or four days, which gave us an
opportunity of getting to the top of Table Mountain, and
of visiting the vineyards a few miles out of Cape Town.
We were hospitably entertained by Mr. Thompson, and
attended his services on the Lord's Day. Mr. Ellis, who
was at the time at the Mauritius, kindly came on board
as soon as the Indiana came to anchor, and took us on
shore to the house of our missionary, Mr. Le Bnin. We
attended his service—it was the Lord's Day—and were
delighted to see so many present, several of whom we
were told were refugees from Madagascar. The congre-
gation was well-nigh entirely composed of people of
colour, varying from the brown of the mixed race to the

